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Should parental smacking of 
children be a criminal offence?

OPINION POLLS

Sample size

1,019
Source: ComRes poll of Welsh adults, 

13-25 January 2017

Should parents be banned from 
smacking their children?

Sample size

1,009
Source: YouGov, Western Mail survey, 

9-11 April 2014

69% 
said no

76% 
said no

http://www.comresglobal.com/polls/be-reasonable-wales-survey/
http://www.comresglobal.com/polls/be-reasonable-wales-survey/
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/23dqxm93za/YouGov-Survey-Western-Mail-Welsh-Sample-Smacking-140411.pdf
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/23dqxm93za/YouGov-Survey-Western-Mail-Welsh-Sample-Smacking-140411.pdf
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Total number of respondents 

269
Source: Welsh Government - Parental Attitudes towards  

Managing Young Children’s Behaviour 2017

Should there be a complete 
ban on parents smacking their 

children?
Sample size

1,298
Source: 

#TalkParenting 
Online Engagement, 

2 October 24 
November 2017
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“Do you think our legislative 
proposal to remove the defence of 

reasonable punishment and prevent 
the use of corporal punishment 

will help achieve our stated aim of 
protecting children’s rights?  

If no, why not?”

Total number of respondents 

1,728
Source: Welsh Government consultation, 9 

January - 2 April 2018

Total number of respondents 

1,298
Source: Welsh Government #TalkParenting Online 

Engagement, 2 October - 24 November 2017

Respondents were asked if they  
agreed or disagreed with the statement: 

“It is sometimes necessary to smack a 
naughty child.”81% 

Yes
30%

No
64%

Yes 
50.3%

No
48.1%

WELSH GOVERNMENT  CONSULTATIONS

disagreed

60%

40%

20%

https://gweddill.gov.wales/statistics-and-research/attitudes-parents-towards-managing-young-childrens-behaviour/?status=open&lang=en
https://gweddill.gov.wales/statistics-and-research/attitudes-parents-towards-managing-young-childrens-behaviour/?status=open&lang=en
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2018-08/180208summary-of-responses-en.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2018-08/180208summary-of-responses-en.pdf
https://gweddill.gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/cyp/180802-online-engagement-en.pdf
https://gweddill.gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/cyp/180802-online-engagement-en.pdf

